      RUFFORD PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Monday 16th April  2018 in Rufford Village Hall
Present: Cllrs. Atkinson,Cummings, Fairclough, Gordon (Chairman),

Pickavance, Taylor.
LCC Cllr. Eddie Pope

Clerk, Kevin EW Newsham  
There were twenty eight  members of the public.
529/18  To receive apologies
              Cllr. Skinley

530/18        To consider and approve the minutes of the meeting held on 19th March 2018.
It was resolved that the Minutes of the Meeting held on 19th March 2018 should be approved and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.
531/18         To receive Declaration of Interest
Cllr. Pickavance interest in planning application 2018/0259/FUL. Land to the west of Oasis Close, Rufford and could not participate in the discussion or vote on this planning application.
532/18  To adjourn the meeting for a period of public discussion.
The meeting was adjourned.

Residents discussed the planning application 2018/0259 and stated this was not identified in the Local Plan. Objections to flooding issues,access, powercuts, surface water, car parking, noise levels, ‘ecology report’, bats,water voles etc.

LCC Highways gave incorrect information on site lines.

Public want the Parish Council to not support this application.

The meeting was reconvened.

533/18     To consider planning applications as below:

2018/0041/FUL 7, Church Road, Rufford

Demolition of existing dwelling and construction of two new residential dwellings. Conversion to existing outbuilding to create a new dwelling.
It was resolved that the council should not support this application.
2018/0261/FUL  75, Causeway Lane, Rufford.

Single storey extension to the rear of dwelling.
It was resolved that the council should support this application.
2018/0279/FUL  Waverley House, 205, Liverpool Rd., Rufford

Two storey rear extension.
It was resolved that the council should support this application.
2018/0259 Land  to the west of Oasis Close, Rufford
Erection of 29 dwellings (25 houses and 4 apartments), garages, estate road and related development.
It was resolved that the council should not support this application.
Ongoing planning appeals.

2017/1198/FUL  Land to the Northwest of Mere Farm, Holmeswood Road.

Construction of an agriculutural storage building. Considered by the planning committee on Thursday,19th April 2018 WLBC, Council Chambers, Ormskirk.
It was resolved that the council should not support this application.
Ongoing planning

NONE

Planning decision granted
2018/0178/PNH  37, Highsands Ave., Rufford.

Extension of dwelling house.

Planning decisions refused.

2017/0971/FUL  The Chase, Flash Lane, Rufford

Widen driveway access to the property.

534/18      To authorise payments of the following accounts:
022273   K Newsham Clerk’s salary, expenses and admin.
                          £ 529.18

022274   B Mawdsley  park gates monies




  £  47.00

022275   Ray Wilkins  park maintenance march 2018

              £ 90.00

022276   LALC  2018/19 subscriptions




  £359.15

022277   WLBC trade waste – village halls




  £281.00

It was resolved that the above mentioned payments should be approved.

535/18  
Parish precept 1st Instalment  2018/19 

              11th April 2018




                     £ 17,887.00
536/18  Code of Conduct

The clerk gave out forms to all the councillors to complete and return to the clerk within 28 days.

The council noted the information.

537/18 Flood Risk

Meeting with John Curtin EA on 26th April 2018 at Hanging Bridge. Discuss dredging the River Douglas. All councillors/clerk are invited. Organised by the NFU.

Smithy Lane, Holmeswood. Problem with a drainage ditch. Ref No LCC 95512  Jeff Hayes.

The council noted the information.

538/18  Highways and footpaths
Could the clerk see what is happening with the leaking water from the manhole at the top of Cousins Lane which has been reported three times to LCC Highways.

The clerk stated he would take the matter further with LCC.
539/18    Public footpaths  
NONE

540/18       Village Halls

            Rufford
Cllr. Fairclough stated the village hall committee were re-structuring its constitution.

The council noted this information.
            Holmeswood
Cllr. Cummings stated the manhole cover near the tennis courts had been damaged and needs replacing.
It was resolved by the council to instruct a contractor to replace this manhole cover etc.
541/18      Recreation grounds
To discuss  MUGA

Cllr Gordon stated estimates have now been given to the planning department regarding the MUGA on Rufford Park and play equipment for Highsands Avenue. Enquiries were being made by Cllr.Gordon on the leasing/purchasing of Highsands Avenue play area and land adjacent to Flash Lane, Rufford.

The council noted this information.

Cllr Gordon would update the council when further developments happen from WLBC planning department.
542/18 Reports from meetings on outside bodies by Clerk and councillors
NONE

543/18 Village Society/ Friends of Rufford Station
The Village Society has been awarded a grant from WLBC Community Chest Fund to purchase bushes and shrubs for the area next to the station car park. Pupils from Rufford CE school  Gardening Club would assist in planting them.

The silver trowel to commemorate the construction of the Parish church, St. Mary’s, Rufford has now been purchased.

The council noted this information.

544/18       To note and approve the clerk’s report.

NONE

545/18       To note police information
NONE
546/18     To note the date of the next meeting being the Annual Parish Council Meeting scheduled for 21st May 2018.

It is noted that the date of the next meeting as being 21st May 2018.
Chairman closed the meeting  at 8.25 pm
_______________________
Chairman’s signature and date
